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Vira-balajas bfieved that they were descendants
of Vasudeva and that one of their primary duties was to
preseve the tenets of Vira Balaja Dharma21. From their
title 'Ubhayananadesi Ayyavali1 it can be inferred that they
had a strong belief that their original place was Aihole22.
Occasionally they were also described as
"Ubhayanaradesi Mukhyamayina Chalumula Pekkandru23.
That means some of them engaged in foreign trade also.
Thus their rise in Rayalaseema was a coincidence with
the growth of trade and growth commerce. Despite the
incessant wars of the Rayas of Vijayanagara with the
neighbouring Muslim states and changes in the ruling
dynasties trade and commerce seem to have in a
flourishing condition without any interruption during this
period in Rayalaseema. The valuable gifts made by the
merchants and the members of their families in favour of
religious establishments would not have been possible
had they not been prosperous during this peiod. The
following were the examples of their benevolence. The
Vira Balanja merchant guild of Tripurantakam gave the
gift of Uramada and Mulavisa to the God
Tripurantakesvara in 1387 A.D.24 The Vira Balaja
merchants of Bukkapatnam in 1430 A.D. gave a gift of
land to the deity Veerabhadra and also certain duties on
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